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Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Newburn 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1962. 

The  population  rose  by  1,020,  to  29,000  bringing  the  increase  over 
the  past  seven  years  to  6,310.  The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  showed 
some  changes,  mainly  encouraging.  The  trend  of  recent  years  of  a 
slowly-rising  birth  rate  was  continued  this  year.  An  unwelcome  feature 
of  the  births,  however,  was  the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
illegitimate  births,  which  rose  by  six. 

There  was  a  very  slight  rise  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  residents 
of  the  district,  but  this  was  not  sufficient  to  affect  the  natural  increase 
in  the  population,  which  has  kept  up  to  a  reasonable  level  these  past 
few  years. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  showed  a  very  satisfactory  decrease  to 
14-7  from  19-8  per  1,000  live  births  the  previous  year.  This  rate  of  14*7 
in  1962  is  outstanding,  being  the  lowest  recorded  since  1948/49.  It  is 
well  below  the  national  level  for  the  second  year  running.  No  infant 
death  was  registered  from  either  an  infective  cause  or  an  accident  Ail 
were  due  either  to  prematurity  or  congenital  abnormalities,  underlining 
the  need  for  further  close  research  into  ante-natal  and  peri-natal  factors. 

No  maternal  death  was  registered  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession. 
As  regards  individual  causes  of  death,  a  slight  increase  in  those  of  resi¬ 
dents  from  both  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  coronary 
disease  was  noted. 

Deaths  of  residents  from  malignant  diseases  rose  sharply  to  64  from 
48  in  1961,  the  increase  being  in  those  from  lung  cancer,  which  rose 
by  seven;  cancer  of  the  breast,  which  doubled  in  number;  and  of  the 
abdominal  organs,  which  rose  by  five.  The  deaths  from  lung  cancer 
were  all,  except  one,  of  males,  several  of  whom  were  heavy  cigarette 
smokers.  Some  were  of  middle  age  and  one  as  young  as  37  years. 
Deaths  of  residents  from  bronchitis  dropped,  as  did  those  from  respir¬ 
atory  diseases  generally. 

The  number  of  fatal  accidents  (motor,  industrial,  and  home)  was 
similar  in  both  years.  Unfortunately,  deaths  from  suicide  rose  to  twice 
the  number  registered  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  followed  the 
pattern  of  recent  years,  there  being  two  in  1962,  both  in  the  older  age 
groups,  compared  with  three  the  previous  year.  There  was  also  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  only  one  notifi¬ 
cation  of  the  non-pulmonary  form.  This  was  a  decided  improvement 
on  the  past  two  years.  A  notable  feature  during  the  year  was  the 
removal  of  64  patients  from  the  tuberculosis  register  as  “  recovered.” 
Five  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  inwardly  transferred. 
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Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  dropped  to  a  total  of  74  from  619  in 
1961.  This  very  considerable  decrease  was  due  to  the  biennial  recession 
of  measles,  only  13  cases  being  notified,  compared  with  589  the  previous 
year. 

There  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  from  nine 
cases  in  1961  to  20  in  1962;  the  latter  cases  occurred  in  14  families.  Only 
one  child  was  recorded  as  having  completed  a  primary  course  of  vaccina¬ 
tion  against  whooping  cough,  but  had  not  had  a  reinforcing  injection. 
The  other  had  no  record  of  vaccination  or  had  a  record  of  incomplete 
vaccination. 

Notifications  of  sonne  dysentery  also  showed  a  slight  increase  to  25  from 
14  the  previous  year;  the  cases  occurred  in  14  families  and  in  addition  to 
the  cases,  11  positive  contacts  were  found. 

Primary  pneumonia  notifications,  which  had  dropped  in  1961,  rose  to  a 
more  usual  level;  the  notifications  were  mainly  in  the  winter  months. 

In  May,  investigations  were  made  into  two  cases  of  salmonellosis  due  to 
salmonella  typhi-murium  and  later  in  the  year  into  cases  of  infective 
hepatitis,  of  which  there  were  several  in  the  district. 

The  graphs  introduced  into  the  report  some  years  ago  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  and  are,  I  hope,  of  interest. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  though  one  case  was  actually  on  the  verge  of  it  as  described 
in  the  text,  formal  action  being  arranged  if  the  son’s  offer  of  a  home  had 
again  been  refused.  I  understand  the  old  lady  was  quite  comfortable  in  her 
son’s  home  until  her  death  some  weeks  later. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  by  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  in  the  Newburn  No.  1  (Throckley)  Smoke  Control  Area, 
which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1962.  Initial  difficulties  were 
eventually  smoothed  out.  A  reduction  in  the  average  monthly  deposits  of 
insoluable  matter  at  Lemington  and  Hill  Head  Farm  was  recorded,  but 
there  was  a  slight  increase  at  Newburn.  The  daily  smoke  readings  at  the 
Council  Offices  and  at  Westerhope  also  showed  a  decrease,  but  the  sulphur 
dioxide  readings  at  the  Council  Offices  increased. 

The  varied  activities  of  the  Health  Department  continued  steadily 
throughout  the  year.  Investigation  of  an  alleged  nuisance  under  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act,  1960,  was  made  and  informal  action  resulted  in  reduction 
of  the  noise. 

In  presenting  this  report,  I  have  again  to  express  my  appreciation  to 
the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
encouragement,  and  to  the  Clerk  and  other  Officials  for  co-operation.  I 
am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  capable  services 
and,  in  particular,  to  Mr.  Corney,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his 
active  work. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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Newburn  Urban  District 


The  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the  River  Tyne, 
west  of  the  city  of  Newcastle.  The  five  wards  of  Denton,  Lemington, 
Newburn,  Throckley,  and  Westerhope,  which  comprise  the  Urban  District, 
are  gradually  becoming  merged  from  the  original  separate  townships  as 
housing  development  increases. 

Near  the  river  at  Lemington  and  Newburn  are  several  industries, 
including  glass  making,  brick  making,  cordage  works,  and  the  manufacture 
of  steel  springs,  etc.  Nearby  is  the  Stella  North  Power  Station,  and  on  the 
Newburn  Industrial  Trading  Estate  there  are  factories  for  several  engineer¬ 
ing  firms.  North  Walbottle  is  the  only  coal-mine  left  operating  in  the 
district.  The  parts  of  the  Urban  District  away  from  the  river  are  becoming 
increasingly  developed  as  residential  areas. 


I.— VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  the  Registrar  General  once  again 
showed  an  increase.  The  population  rose  from  27,980  in  1961  to  29,000 
in  1962,  the  further  increase  being  mainly  due  to  private  building  at 
Chapel  House  Estate,  West  Denton  and  Laundry  Field,  and  the  Leazes 
Estates,  Throckley.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  6,310  in  the  population 
over  the  past  seven  years.  For  the  first  few  years  this  was  due  to  overspill 
population  from  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  at  West  Denton  and  Westerhope 
and  more  recently  to  private  building. 

Births. 

A  total  of  544  births  (268  males  and  276  females)  was  registered  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  28  on  the  figure  for  1961.  The  increase  was  chiefly 
in  the  number  of  female  births,  which  rose  by  37,  the  number  of  male 
births  decreasing  by  nine.  The  birth  rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex 
distribution)  was  17T  per  1,000  population,  as  against  18-0  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  comparable  rates  for  the  previous  year  were  16-8  for  this 
district  and  17-4  for  England  and  Wales.  The  birth  rate  has  been  slowly 
but  steadily  rising  during  the  past  seven  years ;  indeed,  it  was  only  in  the 
immediate  post-war  years  that  the  rate  was  higher  than  in  1962. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  showed  an  unwelcome  rise  to  20  in 
the  year.  This  was  a  considerable  increase  on  the  previous  figures,  there 
being  14  in  1961  and  12  in  1960. 

The  number  of  still-births  was  similar  in  both  years,  12  in  1962  and  11 
in  1961.  The  still-birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District  was  22T  per  1,000  live 
and  still-births,  and  that  for  the  country  generally  was  18  T. 

Deaths. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  305  deaths  (157  males  and  148  females)  were 
registered,  compared  with  295  in  1961.  Twenty-five  deaths  this  year 
occurred  in  the  Lemington  Hospital,  so  that  the  number  of  deaths  of 
residents  was  280,  compared  with  250  in  1961  and  274  in  1960.  The  death 
rate  (corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution)  for  the  Urban  District  was 
13*8  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  11-9  for  the  country. 
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Natural  Increase  in  Population. 

On  exclusion  of  the  deaths  from  the  Lemington  Hospital,  the  number  of 
births  in  excess  of  deaths  was  264,  compared  with  266  in  1961  and  179  in 

1960.  The  sharp  rise  of  last  year  is  slightly  falling,  but  is  still  well  above 
the  figures  for  the  district  before  the  influx  of  a  younger  adult  population. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  eight  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  compared 
with  ten  the  previous  year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Urban  District 
in  1962  was  14-7  per  1,000  live-births,  and  that  for  the  country  was  21-4. 
In  1961  the  rate  for  this  district  was  19-8  and  the  national  rate  was  21-6. 

The  rate  this  year  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1948-49  and,  as  such,  is 
outstanding.  It  is  only  in  the  past  two  years  that  the  rate  for  the  district 
has  been  lower  than  the  national  rate.  The  graph  showing  the  comparative 
infant  mortality  rates  for  the  district  and  the  national  rate  has  been  con¬ 
tinued,  and  indicates  a  greater  fluctuation,  owing  to  the  smaller  numbers 
involved,  of  the  district  rate  as  compared  with  the  steady  fall  of  the 
national  rate.  Both  curves  show  a  downward  trend,  encouraging  to 
workers  in  the  field  of  ante-natal  and  child  care. 

In  1962  six  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  24  hours  of  life,  four  being 
due  to  prematurity  and  two  to  congenital  abnormalities.  One  death 
occurred  during  the  first  month  of  life  from  a  congenital  abnormality,  and 
there  was  one  death  at  nine  months  from  the  same  cause.  No  death  was 
recorded  of  an  infant  under  one  year  due  to  an  accident  or  to  an  infective 
cause. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  death  contributable  to  pregnancy  or 
childbirth  was  registered.  The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  0*35  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births. 

Individual  Causes  of  Death. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  rose  slightly 
to  a  total  of  107  residents,  compared  with  81  in  1961;  the  increase  being 
mainly  in  those  from  coronary  disease.  In  addition,  there  were  three 
deaths  in  the  Lemington  Hospital  in  this  grouping.  Deaths  of  residents 
from  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  showed  a  slight  rise  to  42  from 
37  the  previous  year.  There  were  15  hospital  deaths  in  this  classification. 

Deaths  of  residents  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  all  sites  showed  a  sharp 
rise  to  64  from  48  in  1961  and  52  in  1960.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
malignant  neoplasm  of  the  stomach  showed  no  appreciable  change,  but  the 
number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi 
showed  a  very  decided  increase  to  17  (16  males  and  one  female),  from  10 
(nine  males  and  one  female)  in  1961.  The  increase  in  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  was  entirely  in  males,  seven  more  deaths  being  registered  than  in 

1961.  The  ages  at  death  were  from  37  to  85  years,  no  less  than  seven  deaths 
being  in  the  50-60  years  age  group.  The  smoking  habits  of  ten  of  these 
deceased  were  investigated;  the  one  female  of  81  years  was  a  non-smoker, 
one  male  of  85  years  a  pipe  smoker,  five  males  were  in  the  habit  of  smoking 
20  cigarettes,  and  three  males  40  cigarettes  a  day. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  breast  rose  to  six,  from  three  (two  of  whom 
were  hospital  residents)  the  previous  year.  There  was  also  an  increase  in 
deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  abdominal  organs  to  27  from  22 
in  1961. 
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No  death  from  leukaemia  was  registered,  there  having  been  three  in  1961 
and  one  in  1960,  and  there  was  also  no  death  from  influenza. 

Deaths  of  residents  from  respiratory  diseases  generally  showed  a  very 
slight  decrease  to  21  from  23  the  year  before.  Included  in  these  figures 
are  11  deaths  of  residents  from  bronchitis,  a  slight  drop  from  14  the 
previous  year. 

Deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  numbered  four;  there  were  three 
the  previous  year.  The  four  deaths  in  1962  were  all  of  young  males ;  one 
a  child  of  four  years  sustained  a  fractured  skull  due  to  a  motor  accident,  a 
child  of  11  years  also  died  of  a  fractured  skull  while  riding  a  bicycle  which 
collided  with  a  lorry,  a  man  of  21  years  was  a  passenger  in  a  car  which  hit 
a  lamp  standard,  and  a  man  of  23  died  when  his  car  was  in  collision  with  a 
motor-bus. 

There  was  one  colliery  accident,  compared  with  two  colliery  and  one 
railway  accidents  last  year.  Two  were  of  elderly  females  due  to  falls  at 
home  and  fractures,  and  another  was  due  to  a  fall  on  the  ice  of  a  middle- 
aged  female  who  sustained  a  fractured  femur.  One  death  of  an  elderly 
female  was  due  to  the  accidental  inhalation  of  coal  gas.  For  the  second  year 
in  succession  there  was  no  death  from  drowning.  Continued  propaganda 
and  care  in  dealing  with  the  elderly  is  very  necessary. 

Unfortunately,  deaths  from  suicide  rose  to  four  (two  males  and  two 
females),  twice  the  number  registered  last  year.  Two  were  due  to  over¬ 
doses  of  drugs,  one  to  coal  gas  poisoning,  and  one  to  asphyxia  by  a  plastic 
bag  over  the  head.  Three  were  comparatively  young  people. 

II.— TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (both  males)  were  registered 
during  the  year,  compared  with  three  (two  males  and  one  female)  in  1961 
and  one  in  1960.  The  two  deaths  in  1962  were  in  the  65  years  and  over 
age  group.  This  conforms  closely  with  the  trend  of  recent  years  when  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  occur  mainly  in  older  people,  the  younger  patients  being 
more  curable. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Urban  District  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
0*068,  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0*066  per  1,000  population. 

A  slight  decrease  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  was  noticeable,  there 
being  11  notifications  (seven  males  and  four  females)  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  compared  with  12  (eight  males  and  four  females)  in  1961.  There 
was  no  notification  in  1962  under  25  years  of  age,  an  improvement  on  last 
year  when  there  were  three  notifications  (one  male  and  two  females)  in 
the  15  to  24  years  age  group. 

Reviewing  the  non-pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  an  even  greater 
improvement  was  observed,  there  being  only  one  notification,  compared 
with  four  in  1961  and  three  in  1960. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  no  less  than  64  patients  in  the  course  of  the  year 
were  removed  from  the  tuberculosis  register  as  “  recovered.” 

Inward  transfers  of  tuberculosis  to  the  district  numbered  five  of  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease ;  there  were  also  five  transfers  the  previous 
year.  Since  1953,  138  inward  transfers  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
eight  of  non-pulmonary,  a  total  of  146  cases,  have  been  made  to  the 
district,  a  large  percentage  of  them  from  the  city  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
In  the  same  period  there  were  193  primary  notifications  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  35  of  the  non-pulmonary  form,  making  a  total  of  228 
cases.  The  flow  of  inward  transfers  to  the  district,  which  was  at  its  peak 
during  the  rehousing  of  the  overspill  population  of  the  City,  has  consider¬ 
ably  declined  during  the  past  few  years. 
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As  in  former  years,  particular  attention  was  paid  by  the  Council  to 
cases  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  two  families  were  re¬ 
housed  during  the  year.  In  the  past  11  years  90  families  with  a  tuberculous 
background  have  been  rehoused.  The  close  liaison  with  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  dealing 
with  the  diagnosis,  treatment,  and  care  of  the  tuberculous  patient  was 
continued. 

Mass  Radiography . 

Unit  1A  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  the 
district  on  11th  May  and  held  public  sessions  at  industrial  establishments 
in  Newburn.  Further  visits  took  place  on  15th  and  16th  August  at 
Westerhope  and  Lemington,  when  public  sessions  were  held. 


Industrial  Groups. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  X-rayed 

....  573 

250 

823 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

....  5 

4 

9 

General  Public. 

Number  X-rayed 

....  78 

115 

193 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

....  3 

_  — 

3 

The  unit  visits  the  district  about 

every  two 

years,  but  more 

frequent 

visits  are  paid  to  the  Glassworks. 

The  above  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit. 


III.— GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  totalled  74,  a  very 
considerable  decrease  from  the  619  cases  notified  the  previous  year,  when 
there  was  the  biennial  recurrence  of  measles. 

Measles. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  in  the  course  of  the  year;  there  had  been 
589  cases  notified  in  1961,  when  there  was  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a  rise  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease  from  nine  in  1961  and 
11  in  1960  to  20  this  year.  The  cases  were  mainly  of  a  mild  type.  Apart 
from  occasional  slight  remissions,  the  incidence  of  this  disease  has  very 
noticeably  declined  since  protection  against  whooping  cough  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  1953. 

A  graph  showing  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  in  the  past  ten 
years,  compared  with  the  number  of  children  protected  against  the  disease 
each  year,  is  of  interest  and  shows  a  general  downward  trend  in  incidence 
with  occasional  slight  remissions. 

Sonne  Dysentery. 

Twenty-five  cases  of  sonne  dysentery  were  notified,  the  cases  occurring 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  especially  in  January.  The  14  cases  in  1961 
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had  all  been  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year;  and,  in  December,  a  cook 
employed  in  the  canteen  of  a  large  store  in  Newcastle  was  kept  off  work 
under  Section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  at  a  cost  to  the  Council 
of  £ 9  Is.,  the  difference  between  the  usual  wage  and  sickness  benefit.  In 
1962  the  cases  occurred  in  14  families,  and  several  symptomless  excretors 
were  found.  Investigation  of  family  contacts  was  carried  out. 

A  considerable  number  of  stool  specimens  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  families 
kept  under  surveillance  until  clear. 


Primary  and  Virus  Pneumonia  and  Influenza. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of 
primary  pneumonia  to  14  from  three  the  previous  year.  The  cases  occurred 
during  the  winter  months.  There  had  been  16  notifications  in  1960  and 
28  in  1959. 

In  January,  information  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  National 
Insurance  that  claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  been  262  per  cent,  above 
average  for  the  week  ended  9th  January  and  194  per  cent,  above  average 
for  the  week  ended  16th  January.  Such  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
claims  for  sickness  benefit  had  not  occurred  in  the  district  since  February, 
1959. 

As  in  former  years,  the  general  practitioners  kept  watch  during  the 
winter  for  prevalance  of  influenza,  as  distinct  from  the  common  cold  and 
its  complications. 


Scarlet  Fever ,  Poliomyelitis ,  and  Diphtheria. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  notification  of  any  of  these 
three  diseases  was  received.  There  were  two  notifications  of  scarlet  fever 
in  1961  and  12  in  1960.  This  is  the  fifth  year  in  succession  there  has  been 
no  notification  of  poliomyelitis. 


Salmonellosis. 

A  case  of  salmonellosis  due  to  salmonella  saint  paul  occurred  in  February, 
affecting  a  child  at  Walbottle.  Investigations  were  carried  out  and  dis¬ 
closed  that  a  number  of  children  attending  a  primary  school  had  been 
absent  with  diarrhoea  and  sickness.  Stool  specimens  proved  negative,  and 
no  connection  between  the  child  suffering  from  salmonellosis  and  the  other 
school-children  could  be  found. 

In  May,  information  was  received  that  a  child  of  11  \  months  was 
suffering  from  salmonellosis,  due  to  salmonella  typhi-murium.  On 
investigation,  the  two  other  children  in  the  family,  aged  3J  and  years, 
were  found  to  be  one  a  symptomless  excretor  and  the  other  a  convalescent 
excretor.  The  stools  of  the  parents  showed  no  pathogens.  The  visits  of 
the  baby  to  a  large  hospital  for  another  complaint  were  temporarily 
suspended. 

During  the  same  month,  a  child  of  4J  years  was  found  to  be  suffering 
from  salmonellosis,  due  to  salmonella  typhi-murium  and,  on  investigation, 
the  father  was  found  to  be  a  symptomless  excretor.  Treatment  was  given 
by  the  family  doctors,  and  the  patients  and  positive  excretors  kept  under 
surveillance  until  clear,  one  child  taking  four  to  five  months  to  become 
clear.  The  two  cases  occurred  at  Westerhope,  and  there  was  a  possibility 
of  contact  between  the  two  families,  but  no  link  with  food  could  be 
established. 
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Smallpox:  S.S.  “  Oronsay .” 

In  August,  a  member  of  the  crew  of  this  ship  and  the  family  contacts  of 
another  member  of  the  crew  who  visited  this  district  were  kept  under 
appropriate  surveillance. 

Infective  Hepatitis. 

Towards  the  end  of  November,  it  was  found  that  some  children  attending 
Lemington  County  Primary  School  were  absent  owing  to  attacks  of 
jaundice.  On  investigation,  seven  children  were  discovered  to  be  suffering 
from  the  disease  at  that  time  and  to  be  absent  from  school.  Sporadic  cases 
had  occurred  at  the  school  for  some  months.  It  was  considered  that 
probably  sub-clinical  or  very  mild  cases  had  spread  the  infection.  Hygienic 
precautions  were  emphasised. 

Infective  hepatitis  is  not  a  notifiable  infectious  disease,  but  from 
information  supplied  by  the  general  practitioners,  it  was  found  that  sporadic 
cases  had  occurred  generally  throughout  the  district. 


IV.— HOUSING 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  78  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Council. 
At  31st  December,  1962,  there  were  1,078  applicants  on  the  Council’s 
housing  list,  comprising  495  sub-tenants,  370  tenants,  and  213  aged 
persons.  These  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing  Officer. 


V.— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47. 

A  series  of  visits  was  paid  by  officers  of  the  department  under  this 
section.  Formal  action  proved  unnecessary,  conditions  being  improved  by 
other  means  such  as  the  services  of  a  home  help  and  the  aid  of  the  voluntary 
organisations.  Two  cases,  however,  presented  some  difficulty;  one  a 
woman  of  75  years  living  at  Bell’s  Close  was  visited  on  account  of  re¬ 
current  flea  infestation,  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  keep  a  home  help  at 
her  home.  Disinfestation  was  carried  out  until  clear.  Eventually,  the 
patient  was  admitted  to  Part  III  accommodation  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
The  other  case,  an  elderly  woman  of  81  years,  living  alone  at  Lemington, 
had  refused  the  services  of  a  home  help  for  some  months  and  was  kept 
under  supervision  by  the  health  visitors  and  officers  of  the  department. 
Her  son  had  made  repeated  offers  for  her  to  live  at  his  home  in  County 
Durham ;  these  were  also  refused.  The  condition  of  the  old  lady  and  her 
home  gradually  deteriorated,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  action  under 
Section  47.  In  the  end,  however,  this  measure  was  avoided,  as  the  old 
lady  accepted  accommodation  at  her  son’s  home.  She  was  transferred  by 
ambulance  on  6th  December,  1962. 

Section  50. 

There  was  one  burial  under  this  section  during  the  year. 


VI.— FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955,  AND 
HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  regularly  carried  out' 
Details  of  six  cases  in  which  court  action  was  taken  are  contained  in  the 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  report.  Sixteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
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submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  one  retailer,  whose  samples 
were  in  Grade  4,  was  found  to  be  defective  in  his  methods,  but  eventually 
this  was  rectified. 

Talks  illustrated  by  film  strips  were  again  given  by  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  to  women’s  organisations  and  schools  on  various 
occasions. 


VII.— ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Smoke  Control  Area  No.  1  at  Throckley  came  into  force  on  1st  October, 
1962,  and  a  very  considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  in  advising  the  public  both  before  it  came  into  operation 
and  in  dealing  with  difficulties  afterwards. 

The  graph  commenced  in  1961  showing  the  average  monthly  insoluble 
deposits  at  three  sites  in  the  district  has  been  continued  and  indicates 
quite  a  significant  reduction  at  two  sites,  but  an  increase  at  Newburn 
which  is  difficult  to  account  for,  as  there  had  been  a  gradual  reduction 
at  this  site  since  1956.  Daily  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  readings  at  the 
Council  Offices  and  at  Westerhope  are  appended.  There  is  a  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  smoke,  but  a  slight  increase  this  year  in  the  sulphur  dioxide 
reading  at  the  Council  Offices. 


Atmospheric  Pollution — Average  Monthly  Deposits 

Tons  per  square  mile 


Newburn 

Lemington 

Hill  Head 

Year 

Sub-Station 

Cemetery 

Farm 

1955  . 

.  14*8 

8*7 

_  — - 

1956  . 

.  17-2 

6-9 

_  — 

1957  . 

.  16-0 

7-5 

_  — 

1958  . 

.  15-4 

8-7 

6-6 

1959  . . 

.  12-9 

8-1 

6-3 

1960  . 

.  9-8 

7-3 

6-7 

1961  . 

.  8-7 

6-3 

7-2 

1962  . 

.  10-2 

4-6 

5-6 

Atmospheric  Pollution 


Daily 

Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  Reading 

Smoke 

S.O.2 

Microgrammes 

Microgrammes 

1959 

per  cubic  metre 

per  cubic  metre 

Council  Offices 

.  200 

.  105 

Westerhope 

.  179 

.  101 

1960 

Council  Offices 

.  216 

.  62 

Westerhope 

.  185 

.  69 

1961 

Council  Offices 

.  199 

.  67 

Westerhope 

.  188 

.  92 

1962 

Council  Offices 

163  . 

.  72 

Westerhope 

.  171 

.  84 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Average  monthly  insoluble  deposits 
Tons  per  square  mile 


—  - - Newburn  Sub-Station. 

—  —  Lemington  Cemetery. 

“  -  -  Hill  Head  Farm. 

VIII.— WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED 

Incorporated  in  the  report  below  is  the  resume  which  was  given  in 
March  of  the  “  Services  available  to  the  Aged,  with  special  reference  to  the 
Domiciliary  Services.” 

“  General  Practitioners. 

The  general  practitioners  deal  with  all  types  of  illness  and  disability  and 
are  able  to  refer  the  elderly  patient  to  the  specialised  services  dealing  with 
deafness,  ocular  diseases,  mental  illness,  etc.,  and  also  to  call  on  the  other 
domiciliary  services  such  as  home  nursing,  home  helps,  and  nursing 
equipment,  as  required. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  residential  accommodation  under  Part  III  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act  may  be  required,  he  is  able  to  call  on  the 
Welfare  Department  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  when  the  case  is 
visited  by  one  of  the  welfare  officers.  In  the  case  of  illness  requiring  general 
or  geriatric  care  by  hospitals  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  conveyance 
is  given  by  the  ambulance  service. 

There  is  a  close  liaison  between  the  general  practitioners  and  the  four 
clinics  situated  in  the  district,  and  also  contact  with  myself  in  my  capacity 
both  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  of  Area  Medical  Officer.  Many 
problems  are  discussed  and  a  solution  sought,  varying  from  border-line 
cases  of  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  to  the  existing  state  of 
particular  elderly  patients  requiring  further  attention. 

The  co-operation  is  of  course  reciprocal. 

Local  Authority  Services. 

1.  Home  Nurses. — There  are  six  nurse-midwives  in  the  Urban  District 
who  give  nursing  care  to  the  chronic  sick,  many  of  them  elderly,  as  well 
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as  to  patients  with  acute  illness.  The  nurses  advise  relatives  on  the  care 
of  the  elderly  sick. 

2.  Health  Visitors. — The  six  health  visitors  work  under  a  senior  health 
visitor  from  the  four  clinics  at  Throckley,  Lemington,  West  Denton,  and 
Westerhope,  and  are  helped  by  three  assistant  nurses.  Each  health  visitor 
has  a  particular  district  in  which  she  regularly  visits  households  to  see 
mothers  and  children.  Since  1949,  her  scope  has  increased  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  households,  and  she  also  pays  special  attention  to  old  and 
infirm  people  living  alone,  giving  them  particulars  of  services  as  required. 
As  stressed  in  the  Ministry  memorandum :  ‘  Her  efforts  are  devoted  to 
the  prevention  of  illness.’ 

As  well  as  home  visiting,  the  health  visitors  have  the  great  merit  of 
being  in  attendance  at  their  respective  clinics,  and  this  provides  a  focal 
point  where  application  may  be  made  by  persons  in  doubt  or  difficulty. 
Requests  for  the  doctor  to  be  telephoned  are  frequent,  and  this  is  usually 
followed  up  by  a  visit  from  the  health  visitor  to  ascertain  if  further  aid  is 
required. 

Chiropody  sessions  are  also  held  at  the  clinics,  and  the  health  visitor 
takes  the  opportunity  of  giving  talks  on  various  topics  to  the  old  people 
and  of  learning  their  problems. 

The  senior  health  visitor  meets  the  Friendly  Visitors  of  the  Old  Persons’ 
Welfare  Service  once  a  month  at  the  clinic  to  discuss  progress  and  problems. 

At  present,  some  40  girls  of  14-16  years  of  age  are  doing  training  on  a 
12-week  course  under  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh’s  Award  Scheme.  During 
the  recent  severe  weather,  these  girls  came  and  asked  to  do  shopping, 
etc.,  for  the  elderly  people. 

3.  Home-Helps. — With  the  increase  of  the  average  expectation  of  life, 
the  service  has  served  and  is  serving  a  considerable  number  of  aged  and 
infirm  people  and  helping  them  to  live  in  their  own  homes  for  as  long  a 
period  as  possible,  in  many  cases  to  the  end.  In  1960  and  1961,  218  and 
210,  respectively,  of  the  aged  and  infirm  in  the  Urban  District  received 
the  services  of  a  home-help  for  varying  periods.  The  Home-Help  Organiser 
visits  the  patients  in  their  homes  and  assesses  the  need  on  the  spot.  The 
case  is  continually  kept  under  review,  the  help  reporting  changes  in  con¬ 
dition,  with  subsequent  visiting  and  readjustment. 

4.  Nursing  Equipment. — There  are  three  Nursing  Care  Committees  in 
the  Urban  District,  Throckley  and  Eleddon,  Westerhope,  and  Lemington, 
who  work  on  a  voluntary  basis  and  lend  items  of  nursing  equipment  to 
patients  being  nursed  at  home.  The  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee 
provides  more  specialised  articles  of  nursing  equipment  when  required, 
and  the  district  nurses  keep  a  supply  of  the  smaller  nursing  requisites  for 
immediate  use. 

5.  Day  and  Night  Nursing  Services  for  Patients  suffering  from  Cancer 
is  provided  by  a  scheme  under  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation. 
A  register  is  kept  of  persons  available  for  this  work  when  required. 

6.  Convalescent  Home. — In  the  past  few  years  an  increasing  number  of 
elderly  people  have  been  sent  to  convalescent  homes  for  short  periods. 

7.  Ambulance  Service. 

Local  Welfare  Authority  Services. 

These  are  well  described  in  the  Ministry  memorandum.  Under  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  domiciliary  welfare  services  are  available  for  the 
deaf,  blind,  and  handicapped,  and  since  July,  1960,  for  the  mentally 
disordered.  Residential  accommodation  for  those  in  need  of  care  and 
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attention,  not  otherwise  available  to  them,  is  also  provided  by  the  Welfare 
Authority.  The  welfare  officers  thoroughly  investigate  cases  referred  to 
them. 

Voluntary  Services  for  the  Aged. 

The  Old  Persons’  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee  has  done  excellent 
work  in  the  district  for  some  years,  and  this  is  gradually  expanding.  A 
roster  of  friendly  visitors  is  maintained;  there  are  about  14  in  number, 
with  a  case  load  of  1-3,  who  regularly  visit  about  once  a  week.  This  work 
is  co-ordinated  by  the  senior  health  visitor  at  the  clinic.  At  present, 
endeavours  are  being  made  to  form  a  luncheon  club  at  Lemington  to 
provide,  at  first,  about  20  meals.  Particulars  of  elderly  people  likely  to 
find  this  of  benefit  are  being  supplied  from  the  Area  Office  and  other 
sources.  This  could  be  the  forerunner  of  further  services  on  these  lines. 

The  Chiropody  Service  for  the  elderly  has  been  in  being  since  1956-57, 
with  a  yearly  increase  in  patients  and  treatments.  In  1960,  66  sessions 
were  held  at  the  clinics  and  594  patients  treated.  In  July,  1960,  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  a  chiropody  service  for  the  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers 
and  for  the  elderly  came  under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council,  who 
correlated  the  existing  schemes.  In  1961,  the  chiropody  service  expanded 
to  a  total  of  74  sessions,  640  elderly  patients  being  treated  at  the  clinics  and 
66  at  home,  a  total  of  706. 

There  are  eight  over-60s  clubs  in  the  Urban  District. 

I  have  concentrated  on  giving  a  brief  resume  of  the  county  services  in 
the  district  and  have  merely  touched  on  the  hospital  services.  The  National 
Assistance  Board  do  valuable  work  not  only  in  giving  financial  assistance, 
but  their  officers,  when  visiting  patients  at  home,  frequently  give  us  further 
information  as  to  their  other  needs.” 

During  1962,  the  Northumberland  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Committee 
continued  to  make  progress.  The  chiropody  service  held  72  sessions  and 
gave  treatment  to  608  patients,  including  56  domiciliary  visits.  The 
luncheon  club  at  Lemington  continued,  and  a  special  feature  was  the 
holding  of  two  chiropody  sessions  a  month  immediately  after  the  lunch. 
It  is  hoped  to  extend  the  luncheon  service  to  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Mrs.  Bruce,  honorary  secretary  of  the  Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare 
Committee,  has  kindly  supplied  this  information. 

IX.— MORTUARY 

During  the  year,  14  bodies  were  received  in  the  mortuary,  ten  being 
local  and  four  from  neighboring  authorities.  Seven  were  fatal  accidents ; 
11  post-portems  were  carried  out. 

X.— NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Informal  action  was  necessary  under  this  act  to  secure  a  reduction  of 
noise  from  a  bulldozer  preparing  a  new  site.  Extra  silencers  were  fitted  to 
the  bulldozer,  resulting  in  the  reduction  of  noise. 

XL— SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Five  sewer  outlets  deliver  direct  into  the  river  at  points  from  Newburn 
Bridge  to  Bell’s  Close,  Scotswood.  There  are  no  sewage  works  in  the 
district.  The  Council  is  a  contributing  authority  to  a  scheme  for  investi¬ 
gating  the  pollution  of  the  River  Tyne  by  untreated  sewage. 

XII.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  details  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  Corney, 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  in  his  report. 
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Health  Services  in  the  District 


1.  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

(<2)  Hospitals. 

The  one  hospital  in  the  district  at  Lemington  admits  elderly  female 
patients  suffering  from  chronic  diseases  from  the  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Patients  from  this  district  are  admitted  to  the  Newcastle  and  Hexham 
groups  of  hospitals,  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the  Walker  Gate 
Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

(b)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinic,  Elswick  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne, 
and  admission  to  hospital  or  sanatorium  is  immediate. 

Investigation  of  contacts  is  undertaken  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  and  B.C.G. 
vaccination  is  given  to  children  at  risk  at  the  clinic  or  at  the  schools  with 
the  parent’s  consent.  Home  visiting  is  done  by  the  health  visitors.  The 
Newburn  and  Prudhoe  After-Care  Sub-Committee  of  the  County  con¬ 
stitutes  an  important  link  in  the  service. 


(c)  Local  Authority  Services. 

The  following  sections  4,  5,  6,  and  7  and  the  care  of  buildings  under 
Section  3  are  administered  by  the  South  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Northumberland  County  Council. 


2.  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery. 

There  are  six  nurse-midwives  resident  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
as  follows: — 


Miss  E.  Collinson, 

26,  Northcote  Avenue, 
West  Denton. 

Tel.  No.  67-4742. 

Miss  A.  M.  Fowler, 
21,  The  Causeway, 
Throckiey. 

Tel.  No.  67-4697 


Mrs.  M.  Teasdale, 

15,  Orchard  Terrace, 
Lemington. 

Tel.  No.  67-4764. 

Miss  M.  K.  Durham, 
2,  Beaumont  Terrace, 
Westerhope. 

Tel.  No.  86-9233. 


Mrs.  M.  A.  Dixon, 

20,  Hill  Plead  Road, 
West  Denton. 

Tel.  No.  67-5568. 

Miss  C.  Turnbull, 

31,  Aquila  Drive, 
Heddon-on-the-Wall. 
Tel.  No.  Wylam  2213. 


3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service. 

Four  clinics  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  serve  the  district: — 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Mayfield  Avenue,  Throckiey. 
The  Methodist  School  Hall,  Algernon  Road,  Lemington. 

“  Lindisfarne,”  Stamfordham  Road,  Westerhope. 

John  Knox  Presbyterian  Church  Hall,  Middle  Gate,  West  Denton. 

Regular  sessions  are  held  for  the  care  of  babies,  children,  and  expectant 
mothers,  and.  special  sessions  for  orthopaedic  treatment,  dental  treatment, 
immunisation  sessions,  speech  therapy,  and  relaxation  classes. 
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4.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

As  for  many  years  past,  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out 
at  the  welfare  clinics  and  by  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district.  A 
total  of  397  (674)  primary  courses,  including  392  children  (466)  0-4  years 
and  five  (208)  children  of  5-14  years,  were  completed.  The  figures  in 
brackets  are  those  for  1961.  The  number  of  young  children  immunised 
remainded  similar  in  both  years;  in  addition,  324  reinforcing  injections 
were  given,  compared  with  1,053  in  1961.  In  1961,  a  considerable  number 
of  older  children  were  immunised  during  a  campaign  at  the  schools  to 
immunise  children  who  had  not  been  done  before  school  entry. 

Whooping  Cough  Prophylaxis. 

A  total  of  392  children  received  protection  against  whooping  cough.  In 
1961,  475  children  were  protected  and  in  1960,  399.  The  number  of 
notifications  of  whooping  cough  has  been  kept  to  a  low  level,  coincident 
with  the  increased  number  of  children  who  received  protection  against 
the  disease.  Of  course,  there  are  remissions,  as  shown  in  the  graph  in 
another  section  of  the  report,  but  the  general  trend  is  certainly  downwards. 
The  triple  antigen  of  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  and  tetanus  is  now 
almost  universally  given.  This  simplifies  the  schedule  of  injections  and 
there  is  less  likelihood  of  incomplete  courses. 

Tetanus. 

A  total  of  390  children  received  this  protection,  compared  with  438  in 
1961  and  314  in  1960. 

Smallpox. 

There  is  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccina¬ 
tions  this  year,  due  to  the  prevalence  of  smallpox  in  a  part  of  the  country 
not  far  distant  from  here.  The  number  of  babies  who  were  vaccinated 
was  similar  to  that  of  the  previous  year,  namely,  206  in  1962  and  211  in 
1961.  The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  of  older  children,  adolescents, 
and  adults  was  very  much  greater  than  it  has  ever  been;  342  persons  of  15 
years  or  more  received  primary  vaccination.  The  total  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  also  showed  a  very  considerable  increase  to  780,  from  46  in 
the  previous  year.  There  was  almost  a  panic  rush  for  vaccination  at  this 
time. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Oral  vaccine  was  made  available  to  the  public  on  5th  March,  1962,  and, 
since  its  inception,  protection  by  injection  has  reached  a  low  level.  In  the 
South  Area,  which  comprises  the  Urban  Districts  of  Gosforth,  Prudhoe, 
Newburn,  and  the  Rural  District  of  Castle  Ward,  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  2,252  children  and  persons  had  had  a  course  of  three  oral  doses  and 
4,508  had  a  reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  preliminary  injections: 
24,174  children  born  between  1943  and  1962,  3,912  persons  born  between 
1933  and  1942,  and  6,500  in  other  groups  had  had  a  course  of  two  injections ; 
in  addition,  28,323  persons  had  received  a  third  injection  of  salk  vaccine 
and  7,950  a  fourth. 

5.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service,  which  is  radio  controlled,  operates  from  the  depot  at  West 
Way,  Throckley.  This  depot  covers  the  entire  Urban  District  and  sur¬ 
rounding  parts  of  Castle  Ward,  and  also  partially  covers  Prudhoe  and  the 
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villages  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Tyne.  In  1962,  ambulances  of  this 
station  made  4,311  (4,330)  journeys,  carried  16,295  (15,424)  patients,  of 
which  977  (833)  were  accident  and  emergency  cases,  2,106  (2,101)  stretcher 
cases,  and  did  a  total  mileage  of  118,238  (121,728)  miles.  This  year  the 
service  has  carried  more  patients,  including  accident  and  emergency  cases 
with  a  slightly  less  mileage.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  previous 
year. 

6.  Home-Help  Service. 

A  total  of  246  patients,  exactly  the  same  number  as  served  last  year, 
received  the  services  of  a  home-help  for  varying  periods.  The  cases  were 
14  confinements  (14),  seven  (10)  acute  illness,  six  (9)  blind  persons,  three 
(3)  of  tuberculosis,  and  216  (210)  aged  and  infirm  persons.  This  service 
is  invaluable,  especially  in  caring  for  the  elderly  and  infirm. 

7.  Care  and  After-Care. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Newburn  and  Prudhoe  After-Care  Sub- 
Committee  were  held  at  two-monthly  intervals.  Assistance,  such  as  the 
provision  of  milk,  travelling  expenses  of  relatives  visiting  them  in  hospital, 
and  comforts  not  supplied  from  official  sources,  was  given  to  patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  other  lung  and  cardiac  diseases. 

8.  Nursing  Care  Committee. 

The  Throckley  and  Heddon,  Westerhope,  and  Lemington  Nursing  Care 
Committee  continued  their  voluntary  work  in  lending  nursing  requisites 
to  patients  being  nursed  at  home.  Though  requests  are  not  frequent, 
these  committees  perform  a  useful  function.  The  district  nurses  hold 
stocks  of  the  smaller  equipment  for  immediate  use,  and  the  South  Area 
Health  Sub-Committee  supplies  more  specialised  items  of  equipment. 

9.  Chiropody. 

The  chiropody  service  was  first  arranged  in  July,  1960,  throughout  the 
administrative  county  for  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers.  It  is 
available  to  the  elderly  in  districts  where  facilities  are  not  provided  by  the 
Old  People’s  Voluntary  Welfare  Committee.  However,  in  the  Urban 
District,  the  chiropody  service  of  this  voluntary  organisation  is  steadily 
expanding.  Arrangements  can  be  made  for  domiciliary  visits,  where 
necessary,  and  appointments  made  through  the  health  visitors. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH— COMPARISON  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES 

AND  VACCINATIONS 
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COMPARATIVE  DEATH  RATES  OF  BRONCHITIS 

PER  10,000  POPULATION 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


England  and  Wales.  — — —  Newburn. 

DEATHS  FROM  LUNG  CANCER 


Males.  - Females. 
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Statistical  Summary  and 
Social  Conditions 


Particulars  of  District. 


Area  (in  acres) 

— 

4,648 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population 

— 

... 

.  29,000 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to 

rate  book 

... 

9,076 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

— 

... 

.  £1,503 

Rateable  Value 

—  — 

£360,785 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Live  Births  (legitimate)  .... 

262 

262 

524 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

6 

14 

20 

Still-births  .... 

3 

9 

12 

Deaths  . 

157 

148 

305 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

17-1 

Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

... 

22-1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

.... 

... 

13-8 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year,  all  infants  per 
1,000  live  births 

14*7 

21 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  NEWBURN  AREA,  1962 

(Registrar  General’s  Return) 

Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  deaths  in  the  Lemington  Hospital 


All  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

2 

2 

2.  Tuberculosis,  Others 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

- — - 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

- — 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

6 

6 

12 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  and  Bronchus  .... 

16 

1 

17 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- — - 

6 

6 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .... 

■ — 

2 

2 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms .... 

15 

12 

27 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .... 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17.  Vascular-lesions  of  Nervous  System  .... 

22 

35(15) 

57 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

30 

27(3) 

57 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

2 

6 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

16 

17 

33 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

7 

14 

22.  Influenza  .... 

- — - 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

6 

7(4) 

13 

24.  Bronchitis  .... 

8 

5(2) 

13 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

2 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

4 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

12 

8(1) 

20 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

4 

34.  All  other  Accidents 

1 

4 

5 

35.  Suicide 

2 

2 

4 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

* - 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 
AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  PER  1,000  LIVE-BIRTHS 


Births 

Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 

Year 

Newburn 

England 
and  Wales 

Newburn 

England 
and  Wales 

Newburn 

England 
and  Wales 

1944 

21-29 

18  1 

10-46 

116 

56-5 

46-0 

1945 

19-69 

16  5 

12-83 

114 

48-5 

46  0 

1946  .... 

21-14 

19  6 

11-43 

115 

53-6 

43-0 

1947  ... 

23-27 

21-0 

10  9 

12-0 

43-4 

41-0 

1948  .... 

19-62 

18  3 

112 

10-8 

28-6 

34-0 

1949 

18-11 

16  7 

11-32 

11-7 

30-8 

32-0 

1950  .... 

17  9 

15-8 

12  9 

116 

48-7 

29-8 

1951 

17-2 

15  5 

10-05 

12-5 

34-5 

29  6 

1952  .... 

15  7 

15  3 

10-03 

11-3 

29  1 

27-6 

1953  .... 

15  9 

15  5 

11-01 

114 

43-2 

26-8 

1954  .... 

16  4 

15  2 

13  3 

113 

46-8 

25-4 

1955  .... 

16  7 

15  0 

13  2 

117 

25-5 

24-9 

1956 

17  1 

15  7 

10  9 

11-7 

39-7 

23-7 

1957  .... 

16  9 

16  1 

13  5 

115 

23-5 

23  1 

1958  .... 

16  7 

16  4 

13  4 

117 

36-3 

22-6 

1959 

16  7 

16  5 

15  5 

116 

41  8 

22-2 

1960  .... 

16-04 

17  1 

14  6 

11-5 

26-7 

21-7 

1961  .... 

16-8 

17-4 

13  6 

12-0 

19  8 

21-6 

1962  .... 

17  1 

18-0 

13  7 

119 

14-7 

21-4 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths  in  1962 


Causes  of  Death. 

Prematurity  .... 

Congenital  Abnormality 
Immature  general  development 


8 


4 

3 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— YEAR  1962 

Number  of  Gases 


Total 

,  i 

i2 

9 

9 

14 

M. 

11 

4 

11 

1 

Age  Un¬ 
known 

2 

lilt 

M. 

i  i  i  i 

25  and 

over 

t 

2 

i  '+-•  i 

M. 

i  i  i 

15—24 

2 

i  i  i  i 

M. 

till 

10—14 

2 

i  i  i  i 

i 

111' — ! 

co 

in 

2 

UD  1  1 

M. 

I  co  1 

2 

CO  04  t-H  1 

04  CO  1  1 

| 

!  00 

2 

1  04  04  1 

M. 

04  1 1  T— 1  | 

cl 

2 

1  04  1  1 

M. 

04  1  04  1 

2 

1  r— 1  |  | 

rH 

M. 

i — 1  1  1  1 

2 

1  tH  1  1 

© 

1111 

DISEASE 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles  . 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1  *c 

+ 

c 

E- 

3 

2 

1 

D 

M. 

CO  T— 1 

Age  Un¬ 

known 

2 

1  1 

M. 

1  1 

65  and 

over 

2 

CO  I 

M. 

CO  1-H 

t! 

u: 

w 

o 

h 

7> 

■) 

2 

04  1 

M. 

T— 1  1 

x 

ir 

r- 

■ 

. 

2 

1 

■) 

M. 

04  I 

T— 

If 

2 

1  1 

4 

M. 

1  1 

i- 

<L 

T 

C 

Z 

-i 

) 

3 

2 

1  1 

5  ^ 

) 

M. 

04  I 

DISEASE 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

Appended  is  a  summary  of  bacteriological  reports  received  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  on 
specimens  submitted  by  local  medical  practitioners  and  by  the  Public 


Health  Department. 

POSITIVE  NEGATIVE 

Faeces  specimens  Sonne  Dysentery  ....  ....  100  ....  227 

Faeces  specimens  Salmonella  (typhi-murium)....  32  ....  27 

Faeces  specimens  Salmonella  (saint  paul)  ....  10  ....  9 

Throat  Swab  Haemolytic  Streptococci .  1  ....  2 

Throat  Swab  Diphtheria .  ....  ....  —  ....  3 

Sputum  test  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  1 

Faeces  test  B.  Coli  .  2  ....  — 


FOOD  POISONING  RETURN,  1962 

(a)  Food  Poisoning  notifications  (corrected)  as  returned  to 

Registrar  General  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  Cases  otherwise  ascertained  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(c)  Symptomless  Excretors  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(d)  Fatal  Cases  .  Nil 

Particulars  of  Outbreaks ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Single  Cases  .  Nil 


SALMONELLA  INFECTIOUS,  NOT  FOOD-BORNE 


Salmonella 

(type) 

Outbreaks 

No.  of 
cases 

Single 

cases 

Total  No. 

of  cases 
(outbreaks 

Family 

Other 

(Out¬ 

breaks) 

and  single 
cases) 

S.  saint  paul .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

S.  typhi-murium 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Total  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

25 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER,  1962 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1943 . 

14 

3 

17 

1944 . 

12 

1 

13 

1945 . 

7 

4 

11 

1946 . 

12 

4 

16 

1947 . 

15 

2 

17 

1948 . 

12 

2 

14 

1949 . 

9 

1 

10 

1950 . 

9 

1 

10 

1951 . 

5 

1 

6 

1952 . 

6 

2 

8 

1953 . 

1 

— 

1 

1954 . 

4 

— 

4 

1955 . 

4 

— 

4 

1956 . 

3 

■ - 

3 

1957 . 

— 

— 

— 

1958 . 

4 

— 

4 

1959 . 

— 

— 

— 

1960 . 

1 

— 

1 

1961 . 

3 

— 

3 

1962 . 

2 

— 

2 

TABLE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

1943 . 

M. 

22 

F. 

13 

M. 

5 

F. 

5 

45 

1944 . 

8 

11 

4 

2 

25 

1945 . 

12 

7 

2 

3 

24 

1946 . 

16 

12 

7 

2 

37 

1947 . 

18 

12 

8 

3 

41 

1948 . 

15 

13 

1 

4 

33 

1949 . 

17 

13 

7 

3 

40 

1950 . 

21 

16 

1 

3 

41 

1951 . 

21 

14 

3 

7 

45 

1952 . 

22 

16 

2 

1 

41 

1953 . 

15 

9 

3 

3 

30 

1954 . 

11 

9 

1 

2 

23 

1955 . 

15 

9 

1 

3 

28 

1956 . 

7 

9 

2 

5 

23 

1957 . 

14 

7 

1 

1 

23 

1958 . 

9 

14 

1 

2 

26 

1959 . 

3 

6 

1 

1 

11 

1960 . 

7 

6 

1 

2 

16 

1961 . 

8 

4 

1 

3 

16 

1962 . 

6 

4 

1 

11 
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Annual  Report 

of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

For  the  Year  I  962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1962. 

The  trend,  noted  in  previous  years,  continued  in  1962  of  a  gradual 
reduction  in  atmospheric  pollution  throughout  the  district,  although  a 
slight  local  increase  was  recorded  at  the  deposit  gauge  site  near  to  Newbum 
station.  It  will  be  interesting  to  observe  the  effect  on  the  pollution  figures 
when  the  operation  of  smoke  control  areas  extends  over  a  larger  part  oj 
the  district. 

Smoke  Control  Order  No.  1  at  Throckley  came  into  operation  on  1st 
October,  1962,  after  having  been  twice  postponed.  The  change-over  from 
concessionary  coal  to  coke  caused  a  certain  amount  of  difficulty  at  the  out¬ 
set,  and  the  use  of  coal  had  to  be  permitted  in  a  few  instances  until  the 
difficulties  were  resolved. 

Some  of  the  occupants  of  old  people’s  bungalows  did  not  take  kindly 
to  using  coke,  and  numerous  visits  were  made  by  the  inspectors  to  assist 
the  pensioners  in  the  proper  use  of  this  fuel.  Complaints  of  insufficient 
room  heating  and  excessive  water  heating  were  investigated  and  advice 
given  on  the  proper  use  of  the  approved  appliances.  Advantage  was  taken 
of  the  offer  of  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council  to  site  a  mobile  exhibition  on 
the  area  prior  to  the  date  of  operation. 

Investigations  were  carried  out  into  the  use  by  a  few  householders  on 
both  Areas  1  and  2  of  a  low-volative  steam  coal.  This  coal  gave  off  a 
noticeable  amount  of  smoke  on  lighting  up  and  on  refuelling  the  fire,  but 
results  of  analysis  showed  the  coal  to  be  within  the  prescribed  limits  for 
volatiles. 

It  would  seem  that  the  production  of  an  adequate  supply  of  a  suitably- 
priced  smokeless  fuel  is  a  first  priority  if  smoke  control  areas  are  to  be 
brought  into  operation  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  throughout  the 
district. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  was  slightly  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  but,  whereas  in  1961  it  was 
not  necessary  to  initiate  legal  proceedings,  this  year  there  were  six  cases 
which  were  referred  to  the  magistrates.  Two  concerned  milk  bottles 
which  had  not  been  thoroughly  cleansed,  one  firm  being  given  an  absolute 
discharge  and  the  other  being  fined  £2  with  five  guineas  costs.  The  other 
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four  concerned  articles  of  food  which  were  considered  to  be  not  of  the 
nature  or  substance  or  quality  demanded  by  the  purchasers,  the  foods 
involved  being: — 

(a)  a  pork  pie  in  which  a  beetle  was  found — the  manufacturer  was 
fined  £25  and  four  guineas  costs; 

(. b )  an  iced-bun  in  which  a  match  was  found — the  manufacturer  was 
fined  £25  with  six  guineas  costs; 

(c)  a  loaf  of  bread  in  which  a  beetle  was  found — the  manufacturer  was 
fined  £20; 

(d)  a  fruit  tart  which  was  affected  with  mould — the  retailer  was  fined 
£20  with  five  guineas  costs. 

Sixteen  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  nine  being  placed  in  Grade  1,  three  in  Grade  2,  one  in  Grade  3,  and 
three  in  Grade  4  of  the  Provisional  Grades  for  ice-cream.  The  retailer 
whose  samples  were  of  Grade  4  standard  was  found  to  be  not  using  a 
proper  sterilising  agent  for  his  equipment,  and  on  this  being  rectified, 
satisfactory  samples  were  obtained.  Mr.  Lister,  County  Health  Inspector, 
informed  me  that  23  milk  samples  submitted  from  retailers  in  the  district 
passed  the  appropriate  tests. 

Informal  action  was  taken  under  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  to 
secure  a  reduction  of  noise  from  the  operation  of  a  bulldozer  engaged 
on  preparing  a  site  for  a  large  bakery.  The  machine  operated  from  early 
morning  until  late  at  night  and  caused  much  annoyance  to  the  nearby 
inhabitants.  Representations  to  the  contractors  resulted  in  the  fixing  of 
extra  silencers  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  noise. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  continued,  and  during  the  year  84  persons 
in  23  families  were  rehoused  from  condemned  property.  With  the 
development  of  the  Council’s  estate  at  the  Leazes,  Throckley,  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  the  rate  of  rehousing  will  increase  considerably. 

In  connection  with  the  repair  of  houses,  it  was  necessary  in  one  instance 
only  to  take  formal  action  under  Sections  9  and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
work  being  done  in  default  by  the  Council,  the  cost  being  recoverable 
from  the  landlord  over  a  period  of  six  years. 

Nine  houses  in  High  Street,  Newburn,  were  acquired  by  the  Council 
with  a  view  to  future  development  of  the  land  for  housing  purposes. 

Details  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Costing  Return  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  are  reproduced  at  the  end 
of  this  report,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal 
per  1,000  premises  was  £2,224,  as  compared  with  £1,800  for  1961.  This 
increase  was  partly  accounted  for  by  the  expenditure  of  some  £2,500  on 
a  new  freighter,  the  whole  cost  being  borne  in  one  year  and  not  spread 
over  the  expected  life  of  the  vehicle,  and  by  a  reduction  in  the  total  income 
from  sale  of  salvage.  The  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection,  which 
had  been  introduced  on  the  Chapel  House  Farm  Estate  at  West  Denton 
in  1961,  was  extended  to  the  new  development  on  the  Council’s  Leazes 
estate  at  Throckley  in  November,  1962.  The  system  has  been  well  received 
by  the  residents,  and  the  refuse  collectors  compare  it  favourably  with  the 
traditional  dustbin  method.  Unfortunately,  even  though  a  greater  number 
of  sacks  than  dustbins  can  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  period  of  time,  the 
cost  of  collection  is  higher. 
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A  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  bought  in  July  and  replaced  Karrier 
Bantam  DJR  244,  which  was  12  years  old.  The  Council’s  fleet  now  consists 
of  the  following  vehicles: — 


Make 

Registration 

Number 

Type 

Capacity 

Year  of 
manufacture 

Karrier  C.K.3 

EJR  595 

Side  Loader 

10  cu.  yds. 

1952 

S.  and  D. 

GTY  623 

Fore/Aft  Tipper 

16/18  cu.  yds. 

1954 

33 

LNL  574 

33  33 

33 

1957 

33 

OTY  87 

33  33 

33 

1959 

33 

WNL  443 

33  33 

33 

1962 

Fordson 

Tractor 

PNL  916 

1959 

Because  of  the  introduction  of  a  quota  system  by  the  mills,  the  tonnage 
of  paper  dispatched  was  less  than  in  1961,  with  a  consequent  reduction  in 
income  to  some  £2,000  from  £2,600. 

The  refuse  collection  and  salvage  service  operated  smoothly  throughout 
the  year,  and  I  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Gray, 
the  foreman,  and  the  cleansing  staff. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  support,  to  Dr. 
Hopper  and  other  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation,  and  to 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  carrying  out  many  and  varied 
duties  in  a  cheerful  and  efficient  manner. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CORNEY, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICT 


Nature  of  Inspections:  VISITS 

Clean  Air  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  663 

Burial  Act  .  ....  3 

Disinfection .  6 

Disinfestation  51 

Factories  Act,  Section  7  57 

Sections  133  and  134  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  ....  114 

Housing  .  687 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  .  .  ....  ....  310 

Ice-cream  Sampling  .  ....  .  ....  11 

Meat  Inspection  .  ....  50 

Moveable  Dwellings  .  ....  ....  .  33 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47  13 

Section  50  ....  ....  ....  3 

Nuisances  . ^ .  ....  31 

Public  Health  Propaganda .  4 

Refuse  Collection  ....  .  ....  .  ....  1,417 

Rodent  Control  .  15 

Miscellaneous .  ....  ....  ....  .  ....  153 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  .  .  ....  ....  2 

Shops  Act,  1950  .  ....  .  30 

Water  Supply  ....  .  .  ....  20 


Total  Visits  for  1962  .... 

Defects  Remedied: 

Brickwork  repointed  or  rebuilt 

Burst  pipes  repaired 

Ceilings  repaired 

Choked  drains  cleared 

Concrete  surfaces  repaired  or  renewed 

Dampness  remedied  . 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed 

Dustbins  provided  . 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired 
Fireplaces  repaired  .... 

Plasterwork  repaired.... 

Rain-water  pipes  repaired . 

Roofs  repaired  . 

Rubbish  removed  . 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed . 

Waste  pipes  repaired 
W.C.  apparatus  overhauled 

Window  cords  renewed  . 

Woodwork  repaired  or  renewed  .... 


3,679 


14 
11 

6 

12 

2 

5 

15 
36 

3 

4 
2 

10 

3 

30 

2 

2 

7 

12 

2 

6 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  1962 


Houses  completed  during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . 

16 

— 

16 

(i b )  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  .... 

1 

■ — 

1 

(c)  By  Private  Persons . 

482 

482 

Total  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  District  .  9,076 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ....  2,842 

Closing  and  Demolition. 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  .  Nil 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  .  1 

(c)  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  .  23 

(d)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

and  not  included  in  above  .  Nil 

Repairs. 

Houses  made  fit  by  proceedings  either  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  By  informal  notice  ....  .  .  ....  68 

(b)  By  owners  following  statutory  action  .  2 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners....  ....  ....  1 

(d)  Demolition  Order  revoked  after  reconstruction .  Nil 

(e)  Houses  in  clearance  areas  patched  for  temporary  accom¬ 

modation  ....  .  .  ....  ....  Nil 

Improvement  Grants. 

(1)  Discretionary. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  Nil 

(. b )  Applications  rejected  Nil 

(c)  Applications  approved  .  Nil 

(d)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house....  ....  Nil 

(e)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  area  since 

inception  of  scheme  .  206 


(2)  Standard. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants 

have  been  made  . 

( b )  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with: — 

(1)  Bath  or  shower  . 

(2)  Wash  hand  basin  .... 

(3)  Hot  water  supply  .... 

(4)  Water  closet  . 

(5)  Food  store  .... 


During  the 
year 

Total 
to  date 

40 

97 

26 

71 

32 

79 

26 

67 

27 

75 

14 

44 
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CLEARANCE  AREA  PROGRAMME,  1956 

Year  1962 

No.  of 

houses  to  be  Remarks 
Location  demolished 

First  Five  Years. 


1st  Year 

Bank  Top,  Throckley  .... 

29 

Rehoused 

1957/58 

Fireman’s  Row,  Newburn 

12 

33 

1957/58 

Chapel  Row,  North  Walbottle 

11 

33 

1956/57 

Laurel  Street,  Throckley 

20 

33 

1958 

2nd  Year 

Maple  Street,  Throckley 

26 

33 

1959/60 

Sycamore  Street,  Throckley  .... 

26 

33 

1958/59 

Beech  Street,  Throckley 

19 

33 

1960 

3rd  Year 

Ash  Street  East,  Throckley  .... 

5 

33 

1960 

Elm  Street,  Throckley . 

26 

33 

1962 

Ash  Street,  Throckley 

15 

Coronation  Row,  North  Walbottle 

10 

4th  Year 

The  Green,  Low  Square,  School 

Bank,  and  Queen’s  Road, 
Walbottle  . 

21 

Northumberland  Terrace, 

Newburn  .... 

11 

Pit  Bank  and  Paper  Mill,  Scots- 

wood  . 

12 

33 

1957/61 

5th  Year 

Albert  Terrace,  Newburn 

19 

Victoria  Terrace,  Newburn  .... 

17 

Pit  Cottages,  Throckley 
Temporary  Prefabricated  Bunga¬ 

26 

lows,  Lemington . 

50 

Second  Five  Years. 

6th  Year 

Mount  Pleasant,  Throckley  .... 

68 

7th  Year 

Union  Street,  Lemington 

43 

8th  Year 

Stanley  Street,  Lemington 

41 

Lloyd  Street,  Lemington 

24 

9th  Year 

Dene  Terrace,  Walbottle 

31* 

North  View,  North  Walbottle.... 

18 

*  Delete,  Improvement  Grants  authorised,  after  repair  work  completed. 


Individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with. 


Number  Year 

6  1957 

2  1958 

5  1959 

3  1960 

4  1961 

1  1962 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

| 

4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authority 

7 

7 

— 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 

(1)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority  ... 

51 

50 

— 

— 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 

is  enforced  by  the 

Local 

Authority  (excluding 

out- 

workers’  premises) 

Total 

58 

57 

— 

.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were 

found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number  of 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

which 

Referred 

Prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

were 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

instituted 

(1) 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i b )  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork).... 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Total 

7 

7 

— 

5 

— 
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FOOD  INSPECTIONS 


Unsound  Food. 

Tins  of  Meat  Products 
Tins  of  Peas,  Beans,  Fruit,  etc. 

Jars  of  Jam  . 

Frozen  Food  .... 

Frozen  Chickens  . 

Butter  .... 


SURRENDERED 

35  tins 
....  229  tins 

5  jars 

....  286  packets 

5 

2J  lb. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959 


Number  of  Registered  Dairies  .  ....  6 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors .  42 

ICE-CREAM  PREMISES 

Number  on  Register  at  commencement  of  year  .  71 

Number  on  Register  at  end  of  year  .  73 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses 


1 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Number  of  shops  where  food  is  handled  .... 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — 

Butcher  . 

Fried  Fish  .  . 

Ice-cream  . 

Mussels 


13 

15 

73 

1 


102 


WATER  SUPPLY 


120 


Water  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company, 
who  operate  a  filtration  plant  and  laboratories  at  Throckley,  where  a 
strict  control  on  the  purity  of  the  supply  is  maintained.  The  water  supply 
continues  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

There  are  no  houses  in  the  district  where  water  is  obtained  from  a 
stand-pipe. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Number  of  carcases  inspected: 

CATTLE  SHEEP  PIGS 

342  .  672  .  58 

Small  quantities  of  condemned  meat  are  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s 
refuse  tip  under  the  supervision  of  the  foreman.  Larger  quantities,  after 
staining,  are  removed  by  a  firm  of  chemical  manufacturers  for  treatment. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSE  REGISTRATION 

There  is  no  common  lodging-house  in  the  district. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  return  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries,  and  Food  relating  to  action  taken 

during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1962. 


37 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN,  1962-63 


Particulars 

Gross  Expenditure— 

Labour  .  . 

Transport  . 

Plant,  Equipment,  Land,  and  Buildings. 

Collection 

£ 

..  13,503  . 

..  6,836  . 

...  1,516  . 

Disposal 

£ 

...  321  .. 

...  2,654  .. 

...  130  .. 

Total 

£ 

..  13,824 
..  9,490 
...  1,646 

Total  Gross  Expenditure 

Gross  Income . 

...  21,855  . 

..  491  . 

...  3,105  .. 

...2,305  .. 

..24,960 
..  2,796 

Net  Cost  . 

..  21,364  . 

...  800  .. 

..  22,164 

Capital  Expenditure  met  from  Revenue  .. 

...  2,012  . 

...  503  .. 

...  2,515 

Unit  Costs — 

Gross  cost  per  ton— Labour  only 

Gross  cost  per  ton — Transport  only 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

s.  d. 

...  25  0  . 

...  12  8  . 

...  39  7  . 

s.  d. 

...  0  7.. 
...  4  11  .. 

...  1  6  .. 

s.  d. 

..  25  7 
..  17  7 
...  41  1 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  . 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  . 

£ 

...  736  . 

..  2,144  . 

£ 

...  28  .. 

...  80  .. 

£ 

..  764 

..  2,224 

Operational  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres) — Land  and  inland  water 

Population  at  30th  June,  1962  . 

Total  refuse  collected . 

Weight  (cwt.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Premises  from  which  collections  are  made  at 

least  at  once-weekly  intervals  . 

Average  haul,  single  journey,  to  final  disposal 

point  . 

Kerbside  collection  (if  practised)  . 

Total  refuse  disposed  of  ....  . 


4,648  acres 
29,000  persons 
10,797  tons 
20-3  cwt. 

9,963  premises 

100  per  cent,  of  total 

2  miles 
Nil 
10,797 


Methods  of  disposal  (. salvage  excluded ) 

(a)  Crude  tipping  . 

(b)  Controlled  tipping  . 

(c)  Direct  incineration  . 

(d)  Separation  and  incineration 

(e)  Other  methods  ....  . 


Nil 

100  per  cent. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Salvage.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage: 

Income 

Tonnage 

Collected 

£ 

Tons 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste  . 

Nil 

_  — 

(b)  Scrap  Metal  . 

195 

10 

(c)  Waste  Paper  . 

2,087 

245 

(d)  Other  Salvage  .  . 

13 

1 

2,305 

256 

Trade  Refuse: 

(a)  Income  .... 

(b)  Tonnage  .... 
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Nil 

Nil 


